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Are ”Surplus” Jobs

necessary?
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Many foreigners who come to Japan are bemused to see the many
‘surplus’ jobs being performed almost every day in cities like Tokyo.
These include such seemingly redundant jobs as elevator ladies, car
park attendants in suits, the typical 10 construction workers standing
around while one man digs a hole, bank staff who push buttons and
hand out queumg tlckets to bank v151tors etc.
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While on the surface these jobs appear mind-numbingly boring,
almost completely pointless and negatively affect the employer’s
profits, there are major advantages when the bigger picture is consid-
ered

%ﬁi h%@ﬁ%i k?bi?é&wi&LFT 44
ﬁ%f W ROFRE AL > 41, K& & B TR, 25D
DR D 5.

Just imagine if all the people doing these ‘redundant’ jobs were

made redundant tomorrow.

Unemployment would skyrock-
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et, thousands more families
would suddenly face serious
financial problems and there
would likely be an increase in
homeless people living in parks.
And if all that wasn’t bad
enough, the already heavily
bankrupt Japanese government
would be faced with an even
larger bill for unemployment
benefits
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Additionally, questions should perhaps be asked as to whether
Japan’s unemployment rate is actually as low as stated. With thou-
sands, possibly millions of people working in what appear to be
almost totally unnecessary jobs (in particular in the construction
industry), shouldn tJ apan s ‘real’ unemployment rate be far h1gher"
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Faced with this scary scenario, or the polite but arguably unneces-
sary greetlng from an elevator lady, which would you choose?
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¥89,000~(Child)

‘35days Advance Purchase Ticket

HONOLULU

8/14-8/17
¥99,800~(Adult),
¥97,000~(Child)

s"i&’;‘ LON DON (Direct)

8/13-8/28
¥159,800~(Adult),
¥156,800~(Child)

*35days Advance Purchase Ticket

24 HOURS L
DISCOUNT FARE £t

All major credit cards
Accepted
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% SUMMER HOLIDAY FAMILY CAMPAIGN Q‘% LAST MINUTE EARLY SUMMER SPECIAL &
% PARIS oree) 1

8/16-8/31
¥158,800~(Adult),
¥154,000~(Child)

25%1 OS ANGELES
8/15-8/31 (only on MON, WED, FRI, SAT)
¥76,500~(Adult),

¥72,500~(Child)

8/14-8/27
¥46,000~(Adult),
¥36,000~(Child)

SHINJUKU BRANCH LIMITED AVAILABILITY FOR EACH DESTINATION!!

FILIPINO 03-5348-4377] EBISU YOKOTA 042-539-7202
LATINO 03-5348-4380 | BRANCH 03-3473-9040 ATSUGI 0467-71-1661

VANCOUVER

716-7/18 (Direct)

SFHONG KONG

"¥31,500~

QR

Z5%EHO CHI MINH CITY

(Direct)

¥59,800~
BANGKOK

7/9-7/14 (Direct, Daily)

¥43,800~

¥109,800~

7/6-7/14 (only on SUN to WED)

7/6-7/14

EUROPE
by EUROPEAN AIRLINES

7/18-7/20, 7/24-7/25, 7/27, 7/29

¥125,800~
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Small Towns Also Should
Provide Information in Foreign

Languages?
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After traveling to a town in northwestern Japan recently with my
Japanese wife something very interesting struck me — there were no
other foreigners in sight. There was also very little signage or infor-

mation in foreign languages.
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My wife commented that this is probably because few foreigners
come to this town. But how could they get around and enjoy a com-
fortable stay if everythmg 1s 1n unrecogmzable J apanese"
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Famous tourist cities and regions such as Kyoto, Hakone and Nara
are touted at foreign tourists and information is provided in foreign
languages to attract them. Subsequently, these places are at the top of
many fore1gners travel 1t1nerar1es
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But what about the smaller towns — some of which are located in
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extremely beautiful areas that many foreigners would love to see. Are
foreigners not visiting these places in great numbers because there is
httle 1nf0rmat10n in their language"
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Or is there not much information in other languages because few
foreigners are visiting? Which comes first — the chicken (tourists) or

the egg (foreign language 1nformat10n)‘7
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The Japanese Tourist industry has cities and towns that are “friend-
ly to foreigners,” but perhaps more consideration should be made to
increase the number of

ey
Apanese

such places. Otherwise
the government’s plan
to attract 10 million for-
eign tourists to Japan
could fall flat on its
face‘:.‘ o
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"Soshoku (Simple Eating)" is Chinese-style vegetar-
ian cooking. And right now it's a big healthy food hit
in Hong Kong and China. One example is the popu-
lar "Tay Ban Soo Yee" at ¥1400 (S), which looks
like fish but is actually
made from dried bean
curd and tofu. You don't
have to be a vegetarian
to love the flavor of
Soshoku from Nakaichi!
The Taiwanese staff is
waiting for you to come
and giveita try.

® Open: 11:00 am ~3:00 pm/5:00 pm ~ 10:00 pm
® Closed: 2nd & 4th Mondays
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Fried Gyoza ¥400

e JE0mE
Steamed Gyoza ¥350

Weekly Menu: 5 dishes with a choice of white or brown rice 8-19-1 NAKA, KUNITACHI-SHI, TOKYO
¥700, ¥800, ¥1000 (with two side dishes) TEL: ( 0425 ) 77-3446

4000~
3500~

Appetizers:
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We are looking for
Contributions for International
Grass-Roots Forum
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Phone: 03-3341-8989

Fax: 03-3341-8987

E-mail: info@hiraganatimes.com

Tel : (03) 3470-2012
Fax: (03) 3470-2185
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